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VI. d Letter from John Huxham, M. 2). /o 
Dr. Mortimer, Sec. R. S. concerning Polypi 
taken out of the Hearts of feveral Sailors 
juft arrived at Plymouth from the Weft- 
Indies. 


SIR , 

Real May io. tt Have taken the Liberty to fend you 
,7+1 ‘ X die following Account, which, I 

think, contains fomething very remarkable.-If you 

think it worthy the Notice of the Royal Society, 
I beg you will lay it before them. 

During the exceeding dry, cold Weather in Fe~ 
bruary and March laft, fcveral of the Men brought 
Home in the ^Deptford and ‘Dunkirk Men of War 
from the JVeJi-Indies , were feized with fhort, im¬ 
portunate, afthmatic Coughs, without any Expecto¬ 
ration-violent and almoft continual Palpitation of 

the Heart, with a perpetual intermitting, trembling, 
fluttering Pulfe, and a conftant Anxiety, Pain and 

Sinking of the Heart, as they expreffed it.-They 

breathed with exceflive Difficulty, and could fcarce 

lie down in Bed without Suffocation.-Their Heads, 

as it were, funk between their Shoulders, and they 
had very dead, heavy Countenances.——Some had 
Pains of the Side, though very little apparent Fever. 

Upwards of Twenty Pcrfons were in a very fhort 
Time carried off towards the End of March in this 
Manner, notwithftanding the moft proper and dili¬ 
gent Care, by Bleeding, Vomiting, Bliftering, Atte- 
nuants, Diluents, &c. 
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Upon this, Mr. Wyatt , firft Surgeon of the Hp- 
fpital, who is not only a very ingenious, but careful 
Pra&itioncr, ordered Two of the Dead to be opened 
forthwith; they were about Forty Years old.—He 
found monftrous ‘Polypi in both their Hearts, and 
dirc&ly had the Hearts carried to his own Houfe, and 
foon acquainted me with the whole Matter: We 
very carefully examined them. The Polypi were 
very nearly of the Colour of the Buff formed on the 
Surface of highly pleuritic or rheumatic Blood, when 
quite cold, or rather-whiter. They were vaftly tough, 
and feemed to be formed of various Lamina very 
clofely connc&ed, though here-and-there a bloody 

Vein, as it were, was interfperfed.-They were not 

only firmly attached to the flefhly Columns of the 
Heart, but were alfo funk and inferted ftrongly into 
the Intercolumnia, or Sulci, and that even to the very 

Bottom of the Ventricules. -Thefe Roots, if we 

may fo call them, were of a whiter Colour than the 
Body of the Polypus. 

One of thefe Polypi (taken out of the Heart of 
Jeremy Mannings) weighed a full Ounce, not in¬ 
cluding its Ramifications in the Arteria Pulmonaris 
and the Cava, but as it was taken out of the Right 
Auricle and Ventricle ; for it was one continued 
Mafs, and ftrongly adhered to both. 

The Polypus taken out of the Left Ventricle of the 
fame Heart, was alfo very confiderable, and rather 
more firm and compact than that of the Right, but 
of the very fame Colour, and firmly implanted into 
the Sides of the Ventricle quite down to the Mkcro 

Cordis. -Its Branches were fhot a great Way into 

the Subclavian and Carotid Arteries-but very little 
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down the Aortas —I obferved one of the femilunar 
Valves of the Aorta beginning to grow bony. 

There were likewife found very great Tolypi in 
the Right and Left Cavities of the other Heart, of 
the fame Colour, Firmncfs and Tenacity, but not 
altogether fo largej and they refpc&ively branched 
their Appendices a great Way into the Pulmonary 
Artery, Aorta., &c. 

More of the Sailors dying in the very fame way 
foon after, the Thorax of another was opened, that 

of a young Man about Twenty.-In the Right Au- 

ricule and Ventricule of his Heart was found a large 
tOugh fubrubicund Toly pus, not quite fo white as 
thofe mentioned before-but there was no fuch Con¬ 

cretion in the Left. 

Now though Kc.rktifigms and others have endea¬ 
voured to explode the Notion of the Formation of 
true Tolypi in the Heart and Blood-vcflcls; yet Mal- 
pighius, Bartholine, Tulpius, Techlin , add others, 
have given us inconteftable Inftances of the Exiftence 
of true Tolypi in the Heart, in the ftri&eft Senfej 
and'you have here Three unqueftionable Evidences 
of the like Nature: Such, indeed, cfpccially the Two 
former, as I never have before met with amidft the 
very numerous Diffc&ions 1 have been firft and laft 
prefent at. 

Before I conclude this, it may not be amifs to men¬ 
tion, that 1 had the firft Lieutenant and Purfcr of the 
‘Dunkirk under my Care in very fevere Tleuro- 
peripneumonies, whofe Blood was as vifeid as I ever 
faw; and they were with very great Difficulty faved, 
nor could they be brought to expectorate till the 
Seventh Day of the Fever. 
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It may be obferved alfo, that the above Ships came 
Home from a very hot Climate into a very cold one, 
in the midft of Winter, and that a long-continued 
Courfe of North-eafterly Winds kept on, and even 

increafed, the Cold to a great Degree-that Pleu- 

rifies, Teripneumonies, &c. are commonly the Effetts 
of fuch a Conftitution of Air——that the Blood of 
fuch as labour under thefe Diforders is always ex¬ 
tremely lizy i and that the Heat of the Weather in 
the Weft-Indies , and large and long-continued Ufe 
of fpirituous Liquors, had greatly condenfed the 
Blood of thefe poor Tellows; and that, in theBlood- 
velfels of the Thorax of fuch as die of thefe Dis¬ 
tempers, polypofe Concretions are not uncommonly 
found. 

I am, Sir, with the greateft Refped, 


Plymouth, 
April 23.1745; 


Tour obliged, 

and moft obedient , 


humble Servant, 


J. Huxham. 
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